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BOOK SYNOPSIS
Abstract: Post-colonial studies reveal a great deal about the treatment of Scotland in
Macbeth. Shakespeares only Scottish play reflects specific English cultural
ideologies, which had positioned Scotland as an enemy Other in opposition to
England. When James VI of Scotland became James I, the King of England, he
manipulated Englands xenophobic attitudes: James I redefined the Lowland Scots
cultural identity as English, and he forced Highland Scots into the position of enemy
Other by emphasizing Highlanders Gaelic heritage. I argue that these contemporary
national attitudes and colonial tensions echo throughout Macbeth because
Shakespeare crafted his play to specifically mirror James Is ethnocentric rhetoric:
the heroes of the play, Duncan, Malcolm, and McDuff, are consistently characterized
as Lowland Anglo-Scots while the villains, Macbeth, Lady Macbeth, and the Weird
Sisters, are depicted as Highland Gaelic-Scots. Consequently, I show that Macbeth
reflects and reinforces the prevalent colonial discourse that was used to excuse, and
even perpetrate, the English desire to assimilate and Anglicize the Scottish by
means of colonization.
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